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Irish eye 
Republican 
tax plan — 
and shrug 


Experts, workers doubt 
Trump’s push to lure 
U.S. business back home 


BY SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
AND HEATHER LONG 


DUBLIN — President Trump has 
singled out Ireland for its extraor- 
dinarily low corporate tax rate, 
making the case that the United 
States must overhaul its own tax 
code to win back American invest- 
ment and jobs. 

“For too long, our tax code has 
incentivized companies to leave 
our country in search of lower 
taxes,” Trump said late last month. 
“Many, many companies, they’re 
going to Ireland. They’re going all 
over.” 

But Irish government officials, 
accountants and highly skilled 
workers say the U.S. tax overhaul 
poses little threat to Ireland, a 
preferred European home for the 
United States’ top tech and phar- 
maceutical companies for a gener- 
ation. They expect American com- 
panies to keep investing unabated 
in Ireland, with little incentive to 
move back to the United States. 

The Emerald Isle’s collective 
shrug when faced with the pros- 
pect of a lower U.S. corporate rate 
underscores why many experts 
are forecasting that the GOP tax 
plan will do little to alter the forces 
that drive American industry 
overseas. If anything, some argue, 
U.S. moves could make Ireland an 
even more attractive landing spot 
for members of the Fortune 500 in 
Europe. 

The GOP tax plan moved closer 
to becoming law Wednesday after 
Republican negotiators in the 
House and Senate agreed on how 

IRELAND CONTINUED ON A18 


Attention, businesses: GOP 
leaders reach deal to cut corporate 
tax rate to 21 percent. A17 
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JOHN BAZEMORE/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Sen.-elect Doug Jones (D-Ala.) acknowledges reporters as he and his wife, Louise, leave a news conference Wednesday in Birmingham. 


Trump spreads blame for 
Moore’s loss in Senate race 


BY ASHLEY PARKER 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


Shortly after Democrat Doug 
Jones wrested back one of 
Alabama’s solidly Republican 
U.S. Senate seats for the first 
time in more than two decades, 
President Trump offered an op- 
timistic and forward-looking 
assessment on Twitter, congrat- 
ulating Jones on his “hard 
fought victory.” 

But by Wednesday morning, 
as Trump watched the unflat- 
tering portrait of the loss unfold 


on television, the president 
grew piqued at the notion that 
he, somehow, was responsible. 

“I won Alabama, and I would 
have won Alabama again,” 
Trump said, according to a sen- 
ior administration official. 

He told advisers that he 
didnt want the results to be 
seen as a referendum on him 
and asked if he still had a solid 
base of support in the state. He 
also questioned Wednesday if 
he had made the right deci- 
sion and if Sen. Luther Strange 

GOP CONTINUED ON A12 


For both parties, a new 
midterm election playbook 


BY MICHAEL SCHERER, 
ROBERT COSTA 
AND JOSH DAWSEY 


Alabama’s surprising election 
outcome upended the expecta- 
tions in both parties for next 
year’s midterm campaigns, with 
Democrats emboldened by signs 
of a resurgent voter base and 
Republicans sensing new vul- 
nerabilities. 

The victory Tuesday by Demo- 
crat Doug Jones to represent that 
heavily conservative state in the 
Senate was the latest example in 


astring of elections this year that 
Democratic leaders think repre- 
sent a growing backlash against 
President Trump — and a poten- 
tial building wave for 2018. 

“People know that this is a 
political earthquake,” said Sen. 
Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.), who is 
running the Democrats’ 2018 
Senate campaign efforts. “And 
what this does is provide a real 
shot in the arm for Democrats 
across the country.” 

From elections last month in 
suburban communities outside 
ELECTIONS CONTINUED ON A10 


Jones 


treads 
lightly 
after win 


BOTH PARTIES 
SEE POTENTIAL 


Democrat must decide 
how he'll vote in Senate 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN 
AND DAVID WEIGEL 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. — Democrat 
Doug Jones debuted Wednesday 
as the next senator from Alabama 
by sidestepping highly charged 
topics, steering clear of criticism 
—and leaving wide open the ques- 
tion of what kind of lawmaker he 
will be. 

Jones, who will narrow the Re- 
publican majority in the Senate to 
51 to 49 when he is sworn in, will 
arrive in Washington in the next 
few weeks with unusual influence 
for a freshman member of the 
party out of power. Democrats are 
looking to strengthen their clout 
to block Republican legislation 
they oppose. Republicans are hop- 
ing for a moderate partner across 
the aisle to keep their agenda on 
track. 

And Jones will face his own 
considerations: whether to sup- 
port the liberal policies of the par- 
ty that helped elect him in Tues- 
day’s dramatic upset over Repub- 
lican Roy Moore in Alabama or to 
tack to the center or even to the 
right to prepare for what is likely 
to be a difficult reelection contest 
in three years in one of the most 

JONES CONTINUED ON A8 


High turnout: Alabama saw 
Democrats outperform thanks to a 
surge of nonwhite voters. A9 


Senate slowdown: Democrats are 
pushing the GOP to delay tax cuts 
until Doug Jones is seated. A10 


Middle East 


BY LOVEDAY MORRIS 


JERUSALEM — Some of the festive 
cheer was missing this weekend 
at a public Christmas tree lighting 
near the site where Christians be- 
lieve an angel proclaimed Christ’s 
birth to local shepherds. 

“Our oppressors have decided 
to deprive us from the joy of 
Christmas,” Patriarch Michel Sab- 
bah, the former archbishop and 
Latin patriarch of Jerusalem, told 
the crowd in the town of Beit 
Sahour in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank. “Mr. Trump told us 
clearly Jerusalem is not yours.” 

The Trump administration’s 
decision to recognize Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital and move the 
U.S. Embassy there has provoked 
widespread opposition among 
Christians across the Middle East. 
When Vice President Pence ar- 
rives next week on a trip touted as 
a chance to check on the region’s 
persecuted Christians, he will be 
facing an awkward backlash. 

The pope of the Egyptian Cop- 
tic Church, who leads the largest 

CHRISTIANS CONTINUED ON A15 


Christians incensed by Trump decision 


MUHAMMAD HAMED/REUTERS 


Christians in Amman, Jordan, on Tuesday protest President Trump’s announcement on Jerusalem. 


Studies: Climate change 
intensified Harvey's rain 


As world warms, similar 
storms are becoming 
likelier, scientists say 


BY JOEL ACHENBACH 


NEW ORLEANS — There’s a theme 
emerging at the giant science 
meeting here along the Mississip- 
pi River: Extreme weather really 
is getting more extreme because 
of climate change. The human 
influence on hurricanes and wild- 
fires is increasingly obvious. For 
years this has been a subject 
clouded in uncertainties. But now 
scientists say they have hard num- 
bers. 

On Wednesday morning, two 
independent research teams, one 
based in the Netherlands and the 
other in California, reported that 
the deluge from Hurricane Har- 
vey was significantly heavier than 


it would have been before the era 
of human-caused global warm- 
ing. One paper put the best esti- 
mate of the increase in precipita- 
tion at 15 percent. The other said 
climate change increased rainfall 
by 19 percent at least — with a best 
estimate of 38 percent. 
Meanwhile, another team of 
scientists released a blockbuster 
report on extreme weather in 
2016, saying that for the first time 
they could declare that three sepa- 
rate weather events — the weirdly 
warm “blob” of water off the Alas- 
ka coast, a heat wave in Asia and 
record global warmth — would 
have been impossible without 
human-caused climate change. 
“This is the first time we’ve ever 
had statements like that,’ said 
Stephanie Herring, a climate sci- 
entist with the National Oceanic 
HURRICANES CONTINUED ON A2 


Why California is burning: Diablo 
winds and climate are among the 
factors in the historic blazes. A3 
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A D.C. judge threw out 


the main incitement counts in the first trial 
stemming from Inauguration Day protests. B1 


The central bank’s increase 
of a quarter-point reflected its positive outlook 
on the economy and unemployment. A16 


THE NATION 

Deputy Attorney Gen- 
eral Rod J. Rosenstein 
defended special coun- 
sel Robert S. Mueller III 
to the House Judiciary 
Committee. A4 

The exit of Trump aide 
Omarosa Manigault 
spotlighted a lack of di- 
versity in the White 
House and GOP. A4 
The research firm that 
produced the Trump 
dossier has used jour- 
nalism techniques and 
media connections to 
advance the interests of 
an eclectic range of cli- 
ents, files revealed. A6 
Kentucky lawmaker 
Dan Johnson, a Repub- 


lican accused of sexually 
assaulting a teenage girl, 
committed suicide. A10 
To pay for a Mexican 
border wall, the Trump 
administration would 
trim Homeland Secu- 


| rity’s surveillance spend- 


ing and freeze federal of- 
ficers’ pay in fiscal 2019, 
a Senate report said. A12 


THE WORLD 

The wife of the suspect 
in the New York subway 
bombing said she had 
no idea he had been rad- 


| icalized. A14 


Sharp criticism of 
Russia by two senior 
U.S. officials signaled 
rising concern about 


Moscow’s growing glob- 
al influence. A14 
Burma’s government 
said police arrested two 
Reuters journalists 
working on stories about 
a military crackdown on 
the Rohingya Muslim 
minority. A15 


THE ECONOMY 

Target plans to offer 
same-day delivery next 
year at half its stores. A18 


THE REGION 

The Republican in- 
cumbent maintained a 
narrow lead partway 
through the first of four 
recounts that will decide 
control of Virginia’s 
House of Delegates. B1 
Virginia’s top Republi- 
can said he “would like 


to help Metro” in the 
next session but only 
with reforms on safety 
and labor costs. B1 
Amid financial obsta- 
cles and safety ques- 
tions, the District’s pub- 
lic hospital will perma- 
nently close its nursery 
and delivery rooms. B1 


OBITUARIES 

Aline Griffith, 94, a 
well-educated fashion 
model from Upstate 
New York, became a spy, 
married a Spanish count 
and was later a fixture in 
Europe’s jet set. B5 


SPORTS 

The Wizards beat 
Memphis, 93-87, in 
John Wall’s return from 
a knee injury. D1 
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Holiday health 

Six comforting but guilt- 
free foods and drinks 
could be lifesavers. 


SPORTS 

Olympic pipeline 
Top coaching at clubs 
has made the D.C. area a 
speedskating hotbed. D1 
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